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IHE word Patriotiſm, in its proper application, 
denotes a love for our country, uncorrupted 

by private and ſelfiſh conſiderations. With this ſa- 
cred word before me, I now write; upon the idea, 
that in a ſeaſon of general danger, no good citi- 
zen ſhould withhold his aſſiſtance from the pub - 


lic. When the enemy are at our gates, it is not 


a time for any man to ſit with his hands before 
him. He that cannot fight for his country, may 
pray for it, or write for it. And when, as Chriſt- 
ans, we conſider, that the battle is not to the 
ſtrong, but that it is that Being, who ruleth in 


all the kingdoms of the earth, who can alone ſet 


at nought the devices of our adverſaries; it is 
concluded, that the aſſiſtance of the contem- 
plative man will not, on the preſent occaſion, be 
deſpiſed. In that character I addreſs you. And 
to prevent ill-founded prejudice from lefſening 
the effect which might otherwiſe be produced 


upon | 
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7 upon your minds, I ſet out, as my worthy pre- 
deceſſors in this way of writing, the Author of 


« Reform or Ruin, and the Biſhop of Landaff 
have done before me, with declaring the indepen- 


tention. 8 8 


I can ſay with the former, that J have neither 


place nor penſion: that I never was at Court, and 
it is probable, ſhall never go there: That I 
neither know the Miniſters, nor thoſe who oppoſe 
them,—per/onally J mean: for in that ſenſe, my 


only acquaintance with them is from their reſem- 


blance to their heads in the Print- ſnops. I can» 


not, indeed, ſay with the latter, © That I am 
neither the friend nor enemy of any party in the 
ſtate.” - In the critical times in which we live, 


ſuch a declaration conveys to my mind a ſenſe of 
political indifference, which, thank God, I ds 


not feel. At the ſame time therefore, that I give 


the Biſhop credit for many parts of his addreſs, 
and truſt they will be productive of the deſired 
effect, I muſt nevertheleſs declare myſelf to be a 
friend to that Party, whoſe object appears to be 


the preſervation of the Conſtitution of my coun- 
try. Such I underſtand, to be the profeſſed ob- 

ject of our preſent Governors. It is true, 1 
may be miſtaken; for I pretend not to be a 
Politician. But it has been ever my rule to give 
mien credit for what they profeſs, when there are 
no appearances ſufficiently ſtrong to juſtify a con- 


trary concluſion. Charity calls upon me ſo to do; 
for Charity thinketh no evil“. 1 


Much has been ſaid among us upon the ſub- 
| Ject of Refor m. N othing, it 1s certain, is more 
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dence of my ſituation, and the ſincerity of my in- 


» 
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wanted in this country, But upon this ſubject 
your Bibles will tell you, that the Reform wanted 


in this country, is not ſo much a reform in this or 
that branch of the Legiſlature, as a reform of prin- 
ciples and practices in every claſs of the commu- 
nity. Let thoſe therefore, who declaim fo loudly 
upon this ſubject, turn their thoughts inward upon 
themſelves. Conſidering that the Reform of a 
nation is but the aggregate reformation of its 
component individuals, let every one begin the 
work at home, 


better days. The ſpirit of Chriſtianity being re- 


vived among us, the general tone of morals in b: 1 


the community will be raiſed; and we ſhall no 


longer be that corrupt and unprincipled people 


which we are at prefent. 

But I forbear to enlarge upon this i important ſub- 
ject, becauſe it has been already handled in a late 
excellent pamphlet * which every man would do 
well to read. The ſubject of Reform is mention- 


ed only, becauſe a reſolution to carry it into effect 
conftitutes the ground- work, upon which all hope 
of ſucceſs in our preſent national exertions muſt 


be built. The rich man may ſubſcribe his wealth, 
and the mighty man put forth his valour, but it is 


upon the exertions of the Clergy, that the falva- 


tion of this country mult chiefly depend. If the 
genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity can be. revived, the 


Church will ſtill be ſuffered to remain among us; 


and together with it, the moſt aſſured protection of 
In ſuch 


7 our enemies will fall before us; and Airgppig 


that Divine Being who is the head of it. 
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We may in ſuch caſe hope to ſee 
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their preſent inſulting language, will in ſhame and 
confuſion, be conſtrained to acknowledge, that 
This great nation is a wiſe and underſtanding 
people.: | 4 4 21 

But as God, generally ſpeaking, effects his de- 


ſigns by the inſtrumentality of human means; it 


becomes Engliſhmen, at the ſame tune that they 
are looking up to that Divine Being for the ſuc- 
ceſs of their undertakings, ſtrenuouſly to make 
uſe of thoſe means with which they are furniſhed, 
and which, under Heaven, are alone calculated 
to enſure it. As Engliſhmen, we poſſeſs that na- 
tional dignity of character, that will not ſuffer us to 
ſtoop to the yoke of ſlavery. A proud, a cruel, an 
inſulting foe is now preparing to put it on ur 
necks. If we will tamely ſubmit to it, the ſpirit 
of our forefathers muſt indeed be departed from 
us; we have but to lift up our arm, and this 
haughty foe will retire from the blow, becauſe he 
has often experienced the force of it to be irte- 
ſiſtible. 5 e „ 
The object which I have in view therefore 
upon this occaſion, is not to divide the ſpirit of 
the nation between this party and that party; be- 
tween Miniſters and their opponents; but to call 
forth and concentrate the vigour and energy of 
the Britiſh mind to meet the preſent exigency. 
We are all now embarked in one bottom. All 
who love their country muſt, in the actual ſtate. 
of it, unite in ſentiment. . We have to deal with 
an enemy who will give no peace ; and whoſe ob- 
ject in continuing the war confeſſedly is the utter 
annihilation of the political importance of this 
country, Their purpoſe has been openly and re- 
. peatedly 
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pearedly declared. They are now preparing means | 


to carry it into effect. Intoxicated with ſucceſs, 
nothing will ſatisfy the ambition of this aſpiring 


foe, but to realize the vain dream of Louis the 


XIVth, by making the French nation the unj- 
. verſa] governor of Europe. The balance, which 
4 * 
eſts, is deſtroyed. The five arbitrary kings of 


ore poiſed the different continental Inter- 


the Directory, in the plenitude of deſpotie autho- , 


rity, now ſend out their imperial mandates to all WW 
ſurrounding ſtates; and to compleat their tri- 
umph, Old England, hitherto the terror of the 
= aprench nation, muſt forſooth be humbled at their 
4 ; feet. | | 85 ; 


The queſtion, my Countrymen, is not now N 


who ſhall adminiſter the affairs of Government, 
but whether we ſhall have any Government at all: 


In a word, whether we ſhall any longer exiſt as 


an independent nation---To prepare you, there- 


fore, to weigh in a proper ſcale the cauſe which 


©. now calls for the moſt determined national exer- 
tion, I ſhall briefly point out to you the character 
and deſign of the enemy we have to deal with, 


together with the importance of the object ich 


5 every Engliſhman has at ſtake. 


It may not be generally known to my Country- 5 


men, thoſe I mean to whom I am particularly i 
addreſſing myſelf, that the enemy which now ; 


threatens our coaſt, commenced the mad career 


in which they are engaged, wich the ſettled de- 
ſign of deſtroying all Religion and all Govern- 
ments in the world. A few. vain ſelf. ſufficient 
men, falſely called Philoſophers, thought that 1 


there was no more effectual way to immortalize F 
their 


their names, than by projecting a regular and ſyſ- 
tematic plan for the abolition of every thing, 
which, by the beſt informed reaſon, had been hi- 
therto held ſacred in ſociety. It is not to be won- 
dered at then, that a nation, which openly pulled 
down the altars of their God, profaned his tem- 
ples, and groſsly vilified the Divine Author of the 
| Chriſtian Religion, ſhould be prepared for the 
commiſſion of every enormity which can mark the 
character of fallen man. The conſequence has 
been that a nation, heretofore diſtinguiſhed as one 
of the moſt civilized, is now become the moſt 
wild and ſavage nation in Europe. Brutality, 
murder and devaſtation, have unitormly marked 
their fatal progreſs. To demoliſh every exiſting 
eſtabliſhment, ro annihilate order, to diſorganize 
ſociety, to break aſunder every bond of civil con- 
nection, to deſtroy all property in every country 
into which their deſtructive arms and baneful 
doctrines have been carried, and to impoſe their 
own arbitrary yoke upon every people, that has not 
had wiſdom or reſolution to reſiſt them; ſuch has 
been the work in which theſe deliverers of man- 
kind, as they call themſelves, have been ſome 
time engaged. Under pretence of giving liberty, 
they have profeſſedly adopted a ſyſtem calculated 
to reduce the nations of the earth to a more de- 
Plorable ſtate of ſlavery, than has ever been expe- 
rienced in the world. | 5 . 
It has been the will of Divine Providence that 
they have hitherto ſucceed:d. We bow in ſub- 
miſſion to the diſpenſation of an all-wife Being. 
We know that the wind and ſtorm fulfill his word. 
. A 4 __ "og 
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And we know, moreover, to our comfort, that 
HE Who ſtilleth the noiſe of the waves, ean, when 
HE pleaſes, {till alſo the madneſs of the people.— 
We truſt that the ſtorm, which has been long 
ſpreading wide deſolation over the face of Europe, 
it it be permitted to reach our coaſt, will there 
ſpend its fury. 

But to this purpoſe, my Countrymen, we muſt 
acquit ourſelves like men. The deſign, which 
theſe. ſons of anarchy have in view, muſt therefore, 
be conſtantly before our eyes. We muſt prepare 
to meet thoſe, whoſe object it is, after having 
trampled under foot our Religion and our Conſti- 
tution, to plunder and deſolate our country,— 
This inſidious foe will come to us, as he has to 
others, with fair words and fine ſpeeches ; be- 
cauſe he knows he muſt deceive before he can 
conquer us. With this view, the hacknied french 
terms of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity and the 
Rights of Man, will be ſounded in our ears; 
terms which, when tranſlated into practice, mean 
Tyranny, Deſolation, Plunder and Confuſion.— 
Should theſe deceivers be permitted to land upon 
our coaſt, planting the tree of liberty, will con- 
ſtitute the Grit ſcene of their republican farce ; 
and ſhould Engliſhmen be fooliſh enough, or 
wicked enough to join in their blaſphemous ſongs 
around it, their kind deliverers will give them an 
immediate ſpecimen of their /7aternizing ſyſtem, 
by plunging a bayonet into their breaſts, and 
| proceeding ; in the new French mode of civiliza- | 
tion, to the plunder of houles, and the violation 


of wives and daughters. their great and 
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principal object will be, the compleat ruin of a 
country, which they have never yet been able to 
conquer. x 
Ber during this deſolating proceſs, do you 
& better treatment than the nations which 
have already been fools enough to call in their 
friendly aid? Know, my fellow Countrymen, that 
for you the bittereſt draught of this republican 
cup is reſerved : and ſhould you permit. it to be 
once put to your lips, depend upon it, you will 
be forced to drink it to the dregs. Should it be 
poſſible, after what you have heard, that you can 
have the leaſt doubt upon your minds with re- 
ſpect to the nature of French Liberty—look into 
thoſe Countries, where the French theory has been. 
reduced to practice. 
It may be only neceſſary to point out to you 
what has been done at Venice: Theſe propaga- 
tors of French Liberty, had no ſooner plundered the 
City of Venice of every thing valuable, carried. 
away the ſhips of war, and {tripped the arſenal 
= of its military ſtores, than they prepared to leave 
the beggared City, in a ſtate of humbled ſtupe- 
faction at its fallen greatneſs, to ſome new poſ- 
ſeſſor. The ink was ſcarce dry upon the deed. 
which was to mark the æra of their new Conſti- 
tution, when theſe deluded: converts to French 
faith, were delivered over by their plundering de- 
luders, to the. unconditional dominion of one of 
the moſt arbitrary Monarchs; and the STaTz of 
VENICE was in one ſhort month blotted from the - 
globe. : "2 
Similar would be the fate of 175 country, 1 
could the preſent Rulers of F rance carry their 
„„ wiſhes 
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wiſhes into effect. An hungry marauding ſoldiery W 


are now returning to their home, in eager W 


expectation of the bounty promiſed them at the 
end of their military career. Bankrupt France is 
not in a condition to ſtop their importunate 
craving. To ward off therefore the conſe- 
quences attendant upon the unſatisßed demands 
of a licentious ſoldiery, they are ſent as it were 
upon a forlorn hope. This country 1s pointed 
out to them as the promiſed land, which is to 


furniſh the reward of all their toils. Should 


they gain a footing in it, we know what we 
have to expect. Like an army of devouring 


- Jocuſts, they will leave no green thing behind 
them; nor will they quit the land, till it 


ſhall be reduced to that ſtate of barrenneſs, as 
to require many a long and favourable ſeaſon to 


reſtore it to cultivation, To ſpeak without a 


figure, their object will be ſo completely to de- 


ſolate this country, that it ſhall not be left in a 


condition ever to riſe again to its preſent ex- 


alted ſtate of national proſperity, and political 
_confequence in Europe. With this view, in 
Teverige for our many victories over them, they 


will carry away our ſhips, or deſtroy them in our 
harbours. And to prevent us from recovering 
that envied diſtinction, the Sovereignty of the 


Seas, Which they know they cannot take from 
us by fair fighting, they will do, perhaps, as 
they have done in Flanders; they will cut down 


every oak tree in our iſland and tranſport it to 


France; becauſe they feel that Engliſh Heart 


of Oak, under the management of Engliſh 


Sailors, conſtitutes that firm bulwark of our na- 


tional 
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tional independence, which has ever bidden them 


proud defiance. b . 
this nation is an hive of bees, induſtriouſly em- 


ployed in gathering ſweees from every corner 


of the globe, their next object will be, after 


having over turned this hive and plundered its 


contents, if poſſible, ſo to deſtroy its texture, 


that it ſhall never be fit for uſe again. They 


have already ſucceeded fo far as almoſt to prevent 


every nation from dealing with us. And ſhould 


they once attain that deſired object of their 


ambition, the maſtery of the ſeas, the ſun of 
England will be ſet to riſe no more. When our 


commerce ſhall be at the mercy of an haughty 


and imperious rival, the queſtion will no longer 


be, how far the induſtry of this country may be 
carried; but, alas! how far the fruits of it may 
be permitted to be enjoyed. 3 ä 
Inga this condition of things, when our com- 

merce is impeded, and the enterprize of our 
merchants checked, our manufactures muſt of 


courſe experience-a proportionate decline. Un- 


der ſuch circumſtances, the whole ſcale of life - 
will be lowered among us; and thoſe who, 
though comparatively poor, yet can with induſ- 
try, in conſequence of an extended commerce, 
maintain their families in comfort, muſt become 


Poorer; and every man 1n his ſituation be con- 


tent to bear his ſhare of that general calamity, 
with which this boaſted progreſs of French free- 
dom ſhall have over-whelmed this country, © 


Having thus pointed out to you the character 


and deſign of the enemy whom we have to deal 


with, and the great intereſt which Engliſhmen 


Conſidering, moreover, that 


: 
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5 have at ſtake, I proceed to ſay a ſhort word on 


be tempted to throw away realities, in fooliſhly 
catching after ſhadows.— 7 was well, I would be 
"better, I took phyfic, and die „ler Engliſh- 
men well conſider this. 

Theoretical perfection is der bor the pre- 


Poſſeſſion of the beſt religion and beſt Govern- 
ment in the world. Theſe ineſtimable bleſſings 
are to be continued to us only by firmneſs, tem- 
perance and perſeverance in the Conſtitution 
facred and civil which zow is. Be it obſerved, 
moreover, that the ſtability of our Conſtitution is 
the only ſtability of all property, Oe” and 
Private. 


reſpecter of perſons. The houſe of the poor 


nor oppreſſion can with juſtice be complained of 


| all ranks in ſociety, and where the pooreft man, 
rovided he be an induſtrious one, may eat as 
White bread as the ſquire of his village. 

But proviſions are dear; trade is dead; manu- 
factures are at a ſtand; it is with dificulty that 
our families are maintained; we cannot be worſe 
off if the French ſhould come. Such is occa- 
Honally the language of ſome of our common 
:ople, I have been grieved to hear it, becauſe 


country 
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our preſent actual condition; that you may not 


Jude to practical oppreſſion. We are in actual 


The pure doctrine of the Goſpel is no where to 
be found in a more perfect ſtate than among us. 
The law of the land is, what it ought to be, no 


man is as much his caſtle, 'as the more ſtately 
edifice of the rich man is his. Neither tyranny 


in a country, where the road to honour is open to 


an ö to think that there can be any of my 


and an 
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countrymen fo totally unpoſſeſſed of wiſdom, 
But I would beg .theſe thoughtleſs perſons to 
conſider, that if proviſions are now dear, as they 
unqueſtionably are, will the landing of two hun- 
dred thouſand hungry Frenchmen. in this coun» 
try, who will deſtroy ten times the quantity which 
they devour, make them cheaper? If trade is 
dead, and manufactures at a ſtand, will the ad- 

miſſion of an enemy among us, whoſe principal 
object it is to deſtroy both, make matters better? 


The dearneſs of proviſions, the deadneſs of 


trade, the ſtoppage of manufactures, are tem- 
porary evils, and the unavoidable conſequences f 
war. Support the character of“ Engliſhmen, and. 


| deſtroy thoſe enemies, who will otherwiſe moſt 


aſſuredly deſtroy you, and all the evils, of which 
you now complain, will gradually vanin. | 

But to theſe real evils do not add imaginary 
ones, by ſuffering yourſelves to be perſuaded, 
that you are leſs free and happy than you are; 


and thereby be led to complain of grievances | 


which you do not feel. You are perhaps in a lo? 
condition of life. But do you think you can find 
any country in the world where all are rich, and 
none poor ? Believe me, if you could, it would 
be but a very uncomfortable country to live in. 
Remember, that it is God, who has appointed the 
different ranks in ſociety ; and that the welfare of 
mankind depends upon the duties of each being 
properly diſcharged. Any attempt, under an 
imaginary idea of improvement, to diſorganize 
that ſyſtem of moral Government, which God 
has eſtabliſhed in the world, is to fight againft _ 
God; and the attempt will never fail to be ac- 

companied 
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companied with the confuſion, and conſequent de- 
ſtruction, of all who are mad enough or weak 
enough to engage in it. 
- Inequality of conditions in ſociety there ever 
- muſt be, whilſt God ſhall think fit to diſtribute 
his talents unequally. That democratic inſanity 
therefore, as it has been properly called, which 
would equalize all property, and level all dif- 
tinctions in civil ſociety, is what, I truſt, my 
countrymen will never be infected with. As 
Chriſtians, let it be ſufficient for your comfort, 
that, ſo far as that character is concerned, God 
is no reſpecter of perſons; Heaven being as open 
to the poor man as it is to the rich one. If your | 
thoughts, indeed, are confined to this world, you 
may with the worldly be intent only upon better- 
ing your condition. But to what country will you 
go for that purpoſe? In what country is there ſo 
much attention paid to the poor as in that in 
which you live? Where do they conſtitute ſuch 
an important claſs in ſociety? Where will you 
find a national proviſion made for them in caſes 
of ſickneſs, and old age, and numerous families, 
at the expence of millions to the community, 
under the title of the Poor Rate? In conſe- 
quence of which charitable eſtabliſhment, every 
man may comfort himſelf, that however low he 
may be reduced in life, yet, thank God, in Eng- 
land, he cannot ſtarve. In what other country in 
Europe will you find ſo many laudable eſtabliſh- 
ments, for promoting the health of the body, 
and the ſalvation of the ſoul, as are to be found 
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In a word, in what country does the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, which teaches us to bear the bur- 
dens of our fellow-creatures, operate more 
powerfully than in the country in which you 
live? I will mention but one inſtance, but that 


_ a'ftriking one. In what country but your own 


would three thouſand perſecuted exiled Prieſts, 


of a religion hoſtile to our own, and of a na- 


tion now engaged in a deſtructive war againſt 


us, be received into the arms of ſympathizing 
hwnanity, and maintained for years, amid all our 


diſtreſs, at the annual expence of more than half 
a million? And is this a country to be deſ- 


piſed? Would you - wiſh to exchange it for 
France, with all its boaſted freedom? | 


« We know what freedom, what equality of 


power among the citizens, what fraternity, what 


comfort, what happineſs, and what ſecurity 


France has offered and given to all countries, who 


have either bowed voluntarily, or have been ſub- 
jected to her tyranny.” And would you wiſh to 


groan under the ſlavery of imperious demagogues, 


whoſe word conſtitutes the only law? Or do 
you flatter yourſelves, that after this haughty 
foe ſhall have been permitted to deſolate your 


country, and thereby dry up the ſource of your 
preſent national proſperity, that they, will leave - 
you more free and happy than the miſerable in- 


habitants of France now are? Will the French 
Directory, who would perſuade you that they are 


.coming here upon the charitable buſineſs of re- 
dreſſing the grievances of, what they are pleaſed 


to call, an injured and enſlaved nation; will they, 


think ye, relieve all the diſtreſs that muſt neceſ- 


* 


ſarily be entailed upon their reforming proceſs? 
When by deſtroying our commerce, and putting 
na ſtop to our manufactures, they ſhall have ren- 
dered the eſtates of the country no longer able to 
bear the burden of an unemployed ſtarving peo- 
le, will theſe propagators of French liberty ſup- 
Ply the deficiency of the Poor Rates, to which, 
in the worſt of events, you now look for ſup- 
port? In a word, will they who have ſtarved 
their own countrymen, feed you, when in conſe- 
quence of the general diſtreſs brought upon your 
country, you ſhall no longer be in a condition to- 
feed yourſelves? 1 
My countrymen, I am perſuaded, have too 
much underſtanding to think they will; and 
when they conſider, that the common people of 
England have more conſequence and, provided 
they are ſober and induſtrious, more comfort and 
happineſs, than the common people in any other 
country in the world, they will have too much 
viſdom to ſubject themſelves to the trial: they 
Will not conſequently be impoſed upon by fair 
ſpeeches, but will be prepared to give them the 
reception which they deſerve. ö 
After ſuch a ſtatement, which ſpeaks, 14 
think, plain Engliſh to the plaineſt underſtand- 
ing, few more words will be neceffary, Tou 
haye been made acquainted with the character 
of your enemy. Tou have heard what deſola- 
tion has been ſpread over every country, -whole- | 
inhabitants have been weak enough to receive. | 
that enemy as their deliverer. You have heard 
his threats, and what are his immediate deſigns 


Jn" this country. You have heard that 3 | 
utmo 
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utmoſt vengeance is in reſerve for England: 


and that nothing ſhort of its complete deſtruc- 


tion, will ſatisfy the pride and ambition of this 
cruel, envious and relentleſs foe. You know at 
the ſame time the advantages of which, as a nar 
tion, you are in actual poſſeſſion. You well 
know therefore what you have to loſe. ; 

A few words more and I have done; for in a 
ſeaſon which calls for determined action, more 
time ſhould nor be taken up in thinking, than is 
neceſſary to render that action effectual. To re- 
| fiſt an enemy with ſucceſs, we muſt be prepared 
to meet him. It is not ſufficient that the national 
ſpirit be rouſed, it muſt moreoyer be well direct- 
ed. A well armed and diſciplined enemy 1s 
coming againſt us. We muſt conſequently be 


armed and diſciplined, if we would meet him upon 


equal terms. We have lately ſeen in the caſe of 


Switzerland, what has been the fatal conſequence 


of a country, though poſſeſſing the molt free and 


manly ſpirjt, being in a ſtate unprepared to reſiſt 
an invading army. The Swiſs inflamed with the 


love of their national independance fought braves 


h. They diſputed the ground with their con- 
querors inch by inch. But alas! their reſiſtance _ 
vas the reſiſtance of an undiſciplined multitude, 


rather than of a well- directed force. Women, and 


boys of 12 years of age, fought. by the ſides of 


their huſbands and fathers, with ſcythes and any 


offenſive weapon that could be met with. The 
effort that was made was ſufficient to ſhew What the 


ſpirit of a free country would have done, had it 
been in a ſtate of preparation for the conflict, 
The conſequence of its not being in that ſtate 
4 e ._— wm 
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was, that the exertion of the national ſpirit tended 
only to the more general ſlaughter of its unfortu- 
nate inhabitants. And this muſt ever be the caſe, 
when ſcythes and pitchforks in the hands of an 
undiſciplined multitude, are oppoſed to the more 
_warlike- inſtruments of a diſciplined army. 
Witch this lamentable example before them, the 
_ Legiſlators of this country areindeavouring to pro- 
vide againſt ſimilar conſequences; by enabling all 
Men 1n a condition to bear arms, to uſe them with 
effect. Here is no forced requiſition as in enflaved 
France, to drive all young men from their houſes, | 
to fight foreign battles to gratify the luſt and pride | 
of ambitious leaders. But what your governors | 
would wiſh to promote, is a voluntary armed al- 
ſociation among yourſelves, and round your own 
dwellings, for the better protection of your wives 
and families. The military force in this country 
1s abundantly ſufficient to overwhelm the enemy, | 
come when he will; but before this force can be | 
collected to any particular quarter, much mil- | 
chief may be done; villages and towns may be | 
deſtroyed, and their defenceleſs inhabirants but- | 
chered. In whatever part therefore the enemy | 
ſhould land, the inhabitants ſhould be prepared to | 
reſiſt them. All active men ſhould be ready to [top | 
their immediate progreſs. But for this purpoſe, | 
they mult be enrolled and trained; otherwiſe, their 
national. courage will be worſe than thrown away; | 
for it will only provoke a cruel enemy to more ge- | 
neral ſlaughter. The more aged and leſs active men | 
. will find uſeful employment in driving away the cat- 
tle; in removing families; and in ſo ſweeping the | 
_ © country of every conſumeable commodity, that the 
' 1 enemy 


1 
enemy may find little poſſible ſubſiſtence in it; 
remembering, that thoſe who cannot eat, will not 
long be able to fight. When, therefore, you con- 
ſider that the general welfare of your country is but 
the accumulation of the particular welfare of the 
individuals of which it is compoſed; you will, I 
truſt, be ready to promote the object your provi- 
dent governors have in view, in putting you into a 
condition to break the force of that ſtorm which to 
all appearance is about to burſt over this land; by 
coming forward, like Engliſhmen, upon this oc- 
caſion. | 

I would aſk; upon the ſuppoſition that you were 
informed that a numerous and deſperate gang of 
robbers infeſted the country in which you lived; 


that they were proceeding night after night from 


village to village, plundering and murdering the 
defenceleſs inhabitants, and that you knew not 
how ſoon it might be your own fate to he marked 
down for deſtruction; what would you do in ſuch 
a caſe? Would you ſleep quiet in your beds with- 
out providing means for defence? Would you not 
rather aſſemble with your neighbours, and agree 
upon ſome plan of general reſiſtance to the im- 
pending danger; that being prepared to meet 
your plunderers you might thereby ſve yourſelves 
and families? Without doubt you would. Such 
conduct would be the reſult but of common pru- 
dence. Well then, conſider, I intreat you, that 
the Erench army is only a deſperate gang of rob- 
bers upon an enlarged ſcale; that have been living 
upon plunder for ſome years, and having pretty 
well exhauſted the countries in which they have 
been” hitherto engaged, are now coming to —_— 
an 
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and deſtroy every thing that is valuable in this 
hitherto favoured land. Your only ſecurity there- 
fore in this caſe will be to be prepared to reſiſt 
them. If you would fave your lives, you muſt on 
ſuch an occaſion dare to riſk them. Had the un- 
fortunate Swiſs taken the advice that was given 
them four years ago, and put themſelves in a con- 
dition to receive an invading enemy, their national 
ſpirit would not have ſpent itſelf in vain. And 
the Britiſh Lion muſt not only be rouſed from his 
ſlumber, but his claws muft alſo be in order to 
ſtrike terror into his enemy, or he will growl in 
Fon: The plan whick Government is now bring- 
ing forward is deſigned to carry this purpoſe into 

effect; by calling forth the whole native force of 
the kingdom for 1ts general defence. And depend 
upon it, the greater that force is when collected in 
regular order, the greater will be the ſafety of 
every individual of which it is compoſed. In ſuch 
caſe you need be in no anxiety about your wives 
and families. For in a country, thus prepared, 
no enemy, however deſperate, will wiſh to ad- 
vance. In a word, a country thus prepared, is 
invincible; and may command a Peace, becauſe 
At will teach the enemy that attacks it, that in fo | 
doing he ſeeks only his own deſtruction. 

ARM, ARM THEN YE BRAVE: a noble cauſe ; 
the cauſe of religion and of your country de- 
mands your zeal. And if ſuch a caule will not 
call it forth, you are no longer worthy the name 
.of Engliſhmen ; but deſerve that flavery which 
;will-in ſuch caſe be prepared for you by a nation, 
which you have ever Maher been accuſtomed 0 
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To Engliſhmen, I ſhould hope, I ſcarce nee 
ſay more: The cauſe, in which our enemies are 
engaged, is a deſperate one. Our reſiſtance of it 


muſt alſo be deſperate, or our importance as a 


nation is loſt. The people who ate coming' 
againſt us, are the declared enemies both of God 
and Man. They have taken up arms againſt 
Religion, Order and Government; and all Eu- 
rope is on the point of ſinking under their deſo- 
lating tyranny. It is for the people of this na- 
tion, under the favour of that Divine Being, 
« who bringeth to nought the counſels of the 
Heathen, and maketh the devices of the people 
of none effect, to ſtop the progreſs of this Anti- 
Chriſtian plague; and to become thereby, in 
God's hands, the ſaviours of ſuffering humanity, 
But to this purpoſe, the ſpirit of a great nation 
muſt be called forth. Our pious Sovereign is 
prepared to ſhew the example. In imitation” of 
good King Hezekiah, he has carried his com- 
plaint into the Temple, and ſpread it before” the 
Lord. This done, he has declared his determi-" 
nation to abide the iſſue of the event; and to ſtand 
or fall by his people. And they muſt be the 
baſtards, not the ſons of Engliſhmen, who do not 
feel themſelves ready to ſtand or fall by their 
King, PE TT Toon Oo Ts 
We have heard the threats of a gaſconading 
and inſulting foe. But we feel not appalled. Our 
ſoldiers are. brave and loyal. They have been 
weighed in the balance and found ſterling. Our 
ſailors have recovered their national character. 
Let the body of our people but prove true to 
themſelves, and under God we pda to 
; car, 
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fear. Ovr confidence will be! our ſtrength; and 
our enemies ſhall fall before us. : 


ceive them, remain in force, there can be no peace 
and as Chriſtians it is with grief we ought to 


no common enemy, to whom the generoſity of a 
victor ſhould be extended; but an armed ban- 
ditti, who have burſt afunder the ſacred bonds 
of religion and humanity, and whoſe object it is 

o plunder, murder and deſtroy. Reduced to 


muſt any be permitted to return to tell the fatal 
ſtory— So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord! 
For they have conſulted together with one conſent, 


ſaid, Come and let us cut them off from being a 
nation, that the name of ENGLAND may be no 
more in remembrance.“ | 


belongeth, who haſt ſaid by the mouth of thy Pro- 
phet, t that at what inſtant Thou ſhalt ſpeak con- 


nation againſt whom thou haſt pronounced, turn 
from their evil, Thou wilt repent e of 35 evil that 


| To this end it muſt be remembered, chat the 
| obje@, the undiverted object, of France is the 
overthrow of England; and that whilſt thoſe 
French principles, which have proved the curſe 
of every country that has been ſo mad as to re- 


for the world. It muſt be conſidered: therefore, 


conſider i it, that the enemy coming againſt us, is 


Ge with ſuch an enemy, the eye muſt not pity, 
nor the arm ſpare. The coaſt, upon which they 
ſhall dare to land, muſt be their grave. Nor 


and are confederate againſt Thee. They have 


Ver 


cerning a nation and concerning a kingdom to 
pluck d up, to pull down, and to deſtroy; if that 


Thou 


| 
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Thou thoughteſt to do unto them: Iook down, we 
beſeech Thee, upon a people now humbled before 
Thee. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, 
and the iniquity of our Fathers, for we have ſinned 
againſt Thee. Yet Thou Lord art in the midſt of 
us; we are called by thy name, Oh leave us 
not. Remember not againſt us our manifold 
iniquities, but let thy tender mercies ſpeedily 
prevent us. Help us, O God of our Salvation, 
for the glory of thy name, deliver us and purge 
away our ſins for thy name's ſake, Turn 
us again, O Lord God of Hoſts; cauſe thy 
face to ſhine upon us, and we ſhall be ſaved. 
Speak but the word, O Lord, and that 
troubled ſea, which having burſt its banks, 
has been ſpreading wide deſolation, ſhall - be 
huſhed into a calm.—Our Fathers hoped in 
Thee, they truſted in Thee, and were not con- 
founded. We, their children, look up in hope 
to the ſame rock of defence. O God, Thou 
art our God, caſt us not off, we beſeech Thee, 
although, alas! we are not worthy to be called 
thy people... Afr. Por Le 
But, Lord, we conſider that the ways of man 
are under thy direction, and that human events 
tend but to the accompliſhment of thy Divine 
will. In confidence, therefore, that Thou art 
the God that canſt bring good out of evil, 
we look up to Thee in our preſent diſtreſs. — 
Grant, we beſeech Thee, that che noiſe of war 
ſounding around us may. rouſe a nation now _ 
ſleeping, as it were, in the arms of luxury, diſ- 
ſipation and vice: That our princes, our nobles, 
our prieſts and our people weighing h 
Pegs LIES 5 ſelves 
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ſelves in the balance of the ſanctuary, may, 


each for himſelf, conſider how far he, as an in- 


1 9 — 


dividual, has been acceſſary to the calamity of 
his country: That this nation, from the leaſt to 


the greateſt, may turn unto Thee in newneſs of 
life, and in a diligent uſe of thoſe meahs of 


grace, which can alone lead to a reconcilia- 
tion with their God. 

And if thoſe, who feel themſelves preſſed 
down with the weight of their own fins, may 
preſume to pray for others, look down, O Lord, 
we beſeech Thee, with an eye of pity, upon that 
wild and infatuated people, whom Thou haſt 


permitted to become the ſcourge. of every ſur- 


rounding nation. Let the light of thy truth, 
which has long been baniſhed from among 
them, again ſhine forth upon their land; that 
the inhabitants of it, returning into the way of 

eace, may be humbled in the duſt before thy 
Bins Majeſty ; and dropping that arm of proud 
defiance, which they have dared to lift againſt 
Heaven, may learn this Chriſtian leſſon, that it 


is neither mad conqueſt, nor vain triumph, but 
Tighteouſneſs alone, that exalteth a nation.— 


Hear this our imperfect prayer, O merciful 
Lord' God, we moſt humbly deſeech Thee, for 


ths fake, i „ Eg, W ( 
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